
Happy New Year!
 It’s a new year, and we are excited 

about building on last year’s work for the 

Choice Neighborhood Transformation 

Plan. We expect 2017 to be a busy, produc-

tive and fun year. Thank you for your par-

ticipation so far! The community is coming 

together to develop strong relationships 

that will help us be successful in the Choice 

Neighborhood planning process and be-

yond.

What Happened in December?
 There weren’t many meetings or com-

munity events held in December due to 

the holidays. But, those that did take place 

where well attended, informative, and fun.

 The Housing Task Force met to work 

on developing initial goals for the housing 

component of the Transformation Plan, 

discuss possible actions to meet the goals, 

and identify information needed to contin-

ue the discussion.

 On December 9th, members of the 

Planning Team had the opportunity to 

hang out and meet residents at the Holiday 

Celebration and Shop ‘Til You Drop event 

held at Lassiter Courts Boys and Girls Club. 

The Newport News Redevelopment and 

Housing Authority has hosted the event for 

more than a decade, bringing together resi-

dents to celebrate the holidays. 

Meet Business Owner
Evelyn Azeem

 We recently had the pleasure of speak-

ing with Evelyn Azeem, owner of Pearlie’s Res-

taurant and member of the Newport News 

Choice Neighborhood Steering Committee. 

Ms. Azeem is also the Vice-Chair for the Down-

town Newport News Merchants Association 

and a member of the Southeast CARE Coali-

tion. If you haven’t eaten at Pearlie’s, check 

out the menu at www.eatatpearlies.com. 

How long have you operated in the 
neighborhood?
I’ve owned and operated Pearlie’s restau-

rant for 10 years.

Why did you choose to locate your 
business here?
I grew up in the East End of the city and 

taught high school and college in the neigh-

borhood for 35 years. I’ve taught two and a 

We hope to see 
you there!
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

•	 Housing Task Force Meeting on 

Tuesday, January 17th at 3 p.m. 

Location: Family Investment Cen-

ter, Ridley Place

•	 Neighborhood Task Force Meeting 

on Tuesday, January 17th at 6 p.m. 

Location: Jim’s Market

•	 People Task Force Meeting on 

Wednesday, January 18th at 10 a.m. 

Location: Family Investment Center

Get involved.
For questions or to VOLUNTEER, please contact:
Garrett Morgan, Senior Planner at gmorgan@nnva.gov
Phone: 757.926.8761 (Department of Planning)
Britta Ayers, Manager of Comprehensive Planning at 
bayers@nnva.gov

NEWPORT NEWS CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD

If you want to join  
a Task Force, please give 

us a call! 
Refreshments served.
Child care available, 

if needed. 

Choice Neighborhood residents celebrate the holidays at the 
Lassiter Courts Boys and Girls Club.



half or three generations of children from 

the community. I returned to the neighbor-

hood to open a healthy soul food restaurant 

that also serves as a food ministry to area 

residents.

What are some of the things that you 
like best about the neighborhood?
I love the neighborhood’s rich cultural his-

tory and strong sense of community. The 

neighborhood	 offers	 accessibility	 to	 points	

of interests in the city and region through 

I-664	and	I-64.	There	are	also	significant	re-

sources in the neighborhood with the Ship-

yard and coal terminal. There is so much 

potential.

What are three challenges that you 
think the neighborhood must address?
Three challenges that the neighborhood 

must address are crime and safety, the re-

tention of youth, and a lack of attention and 

investment by the City in appropriate areas. 

Crime and safety can be  addressed by mak-

ing investments in lighting and trash cans 

to	 reverse	 the	 ‘Broken	Windows’	effect	 that	

creates cycles of crime.  Retention of youth 

should take place through programs and in-

dustrial training and by focusing on children 

and young adults from birth to their early 

twenties.

What are three significant changes 
that you would like to see in the neigh-
borhood?
The City should encourage businesses that 

open in the area to hire local youth. The City 

should increase their communication with 

neighborhood residents. There needs to be 

a homeless shelter for the community. New-

port News should follow the example of Nor-

folk, which made a decision to end home-

lessness six years ago, and they’ve been 

very successful in achieving that. Overall, 

the most important thing to do is to reduce 

crime.

What sorts of services, stores, and/or 
amenities do you think could enhance/
enliven/strengthen the neighborhood?
There needs to be another supermarket and 

other	 basic	 stores,	 specifically	 a	 low-cost	

dry cleaner and a basic, simple shoe store. 

There also needs to be a complete revamp 

of all the lighting in the area, particularly 

along	 the	 Jefferson	Avenue	Corridor.	 There	

should also be more trash cans on the 

streets because there is way too much trash 

along the streets in the neighborhood. The 

neighborhood also lacks appropriate sig-

nage, such as no parking and no loitering, 

and	 the	enforcement	efforts	 to	 support	 the	

signs.

Upcoming Activities in  
January and February

 In January, our Steering Committee 

and Task Forces will meet to continue their 

work identifying initial goals and actions to 

address needs in the community. This work 

will be on-going, but early information will 

help provide direction for the Choice Needs 

Assessment and Community Survey.

 The Planning Team is putting togeth-

er a field trip for Choice Neighborhood 

residents and other community members 

to tour several revitalized neighborhoods 

outside of the region. The trip will give 

participants the chance to talk to govern-

ment staff, community members and other 

stakeholders in the neighborhoods to hear 

first-hand how they planned and imple-

mented changes in their neighborhoods. 

Stay tuned for detailed information soon!
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What we are working on this month...

Your
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Needs Assessment and Community Survey: 
A major focus of our planning effort over the next 

few months is developing and conducting a survey 

for Ridley residents AND members of the Choice 

Neighborhood community. Our surveys will address 

topics related to the neighborhood such as employ-

ment, health, education, children, safety, transpor-

tation, and housing. We invite everyone to take the 

Community Survey—even if you’re just thinking 

about moving to or working in this neighborhood 

in the future. The more responses we get, the better 

the information we have to work with. 

We will be offering a chance to win gift cards and 

other prices to those who complete a survey. Please 

be on the lookout for more information in the com-

ing months!

Field Trip: As noted above, we are working on 

scheduling a field trip for residents and other com-

munity members to see several revitalized neigh-

borhoods in another city. Buses will be chartered by 

the City and food and refreshments will be provided 

to participants. If you are a Ridley Place resident and 

interested in going on this trip, please contact Tere-

sa Jones, Family Investment Center Coordinator at 

928-3681. All other interested Choice Neighborhood 

residents and business owners, please call Garrett 

Morgan at 926-8761.

Evelyn Azeem, owner of Pearlie’s Restaurant at 2108 Jefferson 
Avenue, is active in the Choice Neighborhood project and 
with various community organizations.


