
Celebrating Our Leaders:  
Inaugural Neighborhood  

Leadership Series Graduates
 On Thursday, April 27th, twenty-
three residents were honored as the 
first graduating class of the Newport 
News Choice Neighborhood Leader-
ship Series (NLS)!  The graduation cer-
emony was witnessed by Councilmem-
ber Saundra Cherry and City Manager 
Cindy Rohlf. Staff from both Newport 
News Redevelopment and Housing Au-
thority and the City’s Planning Depart-
ment and City Manager’s Office – who 
partnered to coordinate the program 
– were there to support the collective 
accomplishments of the graduates. 
Leadership instructor Cortez Higgs and 
members of The Catalyst Effect also at-
tended. Mr. Higgs was recognized for 
his role in motivating the participants 
to be leaders driven by core principles 
and the passion found within. 
 Sessions were held in the Ridley 
Place Family Investment Center, where 
a meal was provided and child care was 
available to participants. Participants 
signed up for the NLS to learn how to 
become a better community leader, 
gain more information about their own 
community, and to meet like-minded 
residents interested in serving their 
community.  In addition to the power-

ful session on leadership by Mr. Higgs,  
other sessions included an oral history 
lesson on the Southeast Community; 
an introduction to local government 
structure, public budgeting and ways 
to get involved by Vice Mayor Vick and 
Dr. Telly Whitfield; and an asset-map-
ping exercise to highlight the gifts of 
individuals’ head, hands, and hearts.  
Delceno Miles and local radio host Bar-
bara Hamm Lee joined the class to give 
insight on how to resolve conflict that is 
inevitable in our lives. Traci Des Lauri-
ers and Simone Sibley joined together 
to help participants identify trauma 
and how to cope with stress.   
 More than half of the participants 
had perfect attendance over the seven 
weeks! In fact, Dr. Cherry herself found 
a way to attend all but one session over 
the seven weeks.  
 The goal of the NLS is for Southeast 
Community/East End residents, and 
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

• Housing Task Force Meeting 
on Tuesday, May 16th at 3 p.m.  
Location: Family Investment 
Center, Ridley Place

• Neighborhood Task Force Meet-
ing on Tuesday, May 16th at 
6p.m.  Location: Jim’s Local  
Market

• People Task Force Meeting 
on Wednesday, May 17th at  
10 a.m. Location: Family  
Investment Center

Get involved.
For questions or to VOLUNTEER, please contact:
Garrett Morgan, Senior Planner at gmorgan@nnva.gov
Phone: 757.926.8761 (Department of Planning)
Britta Ayers, Manager of Comprehensive Planning at 
bayers@nnva.gov
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Councilmember Cherry celebrates with the 
first class to graduate from the Neighborhood 
Leadership Series.
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If you want to join  
a Task Force or the  
Citizen Advisory  

Committee, please give us 
a call! 



specifically public housing tenants, 
to become more involved in efforts 
to make positive changes in their sur-
roundings. These changes will occur by 
becoming more aware of existing re-
sources, leveraging personal gifts, and 
forging new partnerships to transform 
the lives of neighbors and the physi-
cal space in which they live. The group 
has vowed to stay connected and help 
coordinate the next series planned for 
fall 2017. Many of the residents said 
that the program inspired them to be 
more active in the community and that 
they were willing to start working on a 
project or activity over the next 90 days!  
The Choice Neighborhood team will be 
working with them to make that hap-
pen!   
 Congratulations go out to our grad-
uates:

Sonya Bradley 
 Venus Brown 
Marilyn Buggs
Catrina Cain

Francyne Cooper-Dargan
Melanie Crooms
Pamela Ebron

BJ Fox
Ana Grace 

Lamin Hanna 
Kimberly Holliday

Felicia Jeter
Teresa Jones

Melroy Mercer
Stephanie Mercer

Earl Sargent
Jen Thayer

Rebecca Thayer
Ernest Thompson

Sylvia Walker 

Welcome Carlton Ransom,  
Neighborhood Revitalization 

Coordinator
 The Choice Neighborhoods plan-
ning team and the City of Newport 
News welcome Carlton Ray Ransom, 
our first Neighborhood Revitalization 
Coordinator! Carlton is responsible 
for coordinating the development and 
implementation of plans, strategies 
and approaches for neighborhood re-
vitalization throughout the city, includ-
ing the Choice Neighborhood. He will 
help us focus on improving the safety 
and quality of life in neighborhoods 
throughout Newport News, address-
ing local challenges and transforming 
distressed neighborhoods. His initial 
focus will be on developing new and 
strengthening existing partnerships in 
the Southeast Community and serving 
as an advocate, resource and liaison to 
Choice Neighborhood residents.
 Carlton has over 15 years of expe-
rience building sustainable communi-
ties. He spent the last 9 years in Norfolk 
as a Senior Neighborhood Develop-
ment Specialist, where he served as 
the liaison for that city’s largest ser-
vice area, working with over 33 civic 
leagues, neighborhood groups, and 
private partners. Carlton is a Newport 
News native, raised in the Southeast 
Community.

TEN INTERESTING FACTS  
ABOUT CARLTON 

I am a stepchild. Well, not in the literal 
sense. I was born on the second story 
of my parent’s townhouse in Newsome 
Park. This has been a running joke in our 
family for the past 40+ years.  

Family and friends celebrated with the 
graduates, who pledged their commitment to 
neighborhood change (center).  Cindy Rohlf, 
City Manager, joined Dr. Whitfield and Sheila 
McAllister (Director of Planning) in handing out 
certificates (bottom).



I am family centered.  My wife and I 
have a blended family.  We have been 
married for 20 years.  We have three 
beautiful daughters and two handsome 
sons. And, we have been blessed with 
nine grandchildren (five boys and four 
girls including two sets of twins).  
I am a transplant recipient.  Eleven 
years ago I had a lifesaving kidney 
transplant. I suffered from a Focal seg-
mental glomerulosclerosis, which is a 
progressive form of kidney disease.  My 
wife was my donor.  I like to tell my story 
because hopefully it will inspire people 
to take their health more seriously and 
to consider becoming organ donors.  
I have a great sense of humor.  
Laughter is the key to a healthy life. I try 
to laugh as much as I can, DAILY.   
I am a sock enthusiast.  
I love socks. The brighter, the better.
I am a member.  I am a proud member 
of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc.
I love working in local government.
Since the 6th grade, I have always want-
ed to work in local government. My late 
aunts, Elizabeth Ransom-Alston and 

Dorothy Newsome, were catalysts in this 
decision. Local government provides 
the greatest opportunity to interact with 
residents and stakeholders.  
I keep promises to myself.  Prior to 
receiving my Bachelor of Arts degree in 
Political Science from Norfolk State Uni-
versity, I promised myself that I would 
work in the Town of Smithfield, the 
City of Norfolk, and the City of Newport 
News. The Town of Smithfield provided 
a foundation for my career in public ser-
vice. The City of Norfolk provided a “BIG” 
city feel in a mid-size City. Newport News 
is home. Serving as the Neighborhood 
Revitalization Coordinator with the City 
of Newport News is truly an honor. I nev-
er knew that it would be in that order; 
however, I love the fact that I may pos-
sibly end my professional career in my 
hometown. 
I recognize Newport News’ 
strengths. The greatest strengths in 
the City of Newport News are the hous-
ing stock, proximity to the region, and 
the water. The City of Newport News 
has a great housing stock through-
out the entire city. I would like to place 
emphasis on the “older” housing stock.  
They provide architectural features in-
side and out that are hard to duplicate. 
The proximity of Newport News allows 
accessibility to the interstate from all 
points providing quick access to the re-
gion. No matter where you are in New-
port News, the water is close by.  
I understand the important role of 
the Neighborhood Revitalization 
Coordinator. I think my role as 
the Neighborhood Revitalization 
Coordinator is twofold. First, I would 
like to encourage residents to take a 

more active role in the community. It’s 
important for residents to identify and 
prioritize goals and objectives for their 
community and then serve, serve, and 
serve. In addition, residents should 
become more aware of the process for 
services offered by the City. 
Finally, residents should identify and 
understand their individual strengths. 
Knowing your strengths will ultimately 
strengthen the fabric of the community.      

Project Discovery  
Awards Ceremony

 The Hampton Roads Community 
Action Program (HRCAP) is hosting 
the Project Discovery 2017 Student 
Awards Ceremony on May 25, 2017 at 
the Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Cen-
ter. Project Discovery is an educational 
program that helps middle and high 
school students prepare for college. 
Students from the Choice Neighbor-
hood and the Southeast Community 
are active participants in Project Dis-
covery.
 This will be the 31st annual event, 
celebrating students who have par-
ticipated in weekly workshops and at-
tended scheduled college camps tours 
throughout the school year. Weekly 
workshops focus on topics such as de-
veloping good study skills, goal setting, 
career planning, choosing a college, 
admission requirements, time man-
agement and decision making skills, 
just to name a few. This year, students 
toured Virginia Commonwealth Univer-
sity, James Madison University, Strat-
ford University, Christopher Newport 
University, North Carolina A&T State 
University, and Livingstone College.
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Community 
Features

Is there someone you think we 
should feature in an upcoming 
newsletter? Do you want to know 
more about a particular commu-
nity program or service? If yes, call 
us at (757) 926-8761 or email Gar-
rett Morgan at gmorgan@nnva.gov. 
Tell us what information you want 
to see in future newsletters. 

Carlton is a Newport News native, born in 
Newsome Park. He is proud to be the City’s first 
Neighborhood Revitalization Coordinator.



 Several awards will be presented 
during the ceremony including Student 
of the Year. One student from each par-
ticipating school will be selected. The 
award is based on perfect attendance 
in the program, positive attitude, and 
demonstration of leadership abilities. 
HRCAP will also award its Book Schol-
arship to eight high school seniors, the 
Technology Scholarship to four Proj-
ect Discovery students, and the Sylvan 
Learning Center’s S.A.T. Prep Course 
Scholarship. The Sylvan Learning Cen-
ter’s scholarship is open to Project Dis-
covery sophomores and juniors who 
want to be better prepared for the S.A.T. 
exam. 
 The event will take place from 5:30 
p.m. to 7:30 p.m. Reservations are re-
quired. If you are interested in celebrat-
ing our students’ achievements, please 
contact HRCAP at 757.247.0379 no later 
than May 18th. 

What’s Happening in June?
KING-LINCOLN PARK DAY

 Bring the family and enjoy King-
Lincoln Park Day on Saturday, June 
3rd. Newport News Parks, Recreation 
& Tourism will present King-Lincoln 
Park Day, an afternoon showcasing all 
the recreational opportunities offered 

at King-Lincoln Park (600 Jefferson Av-
enue) and the surrounding community 
from noon to 5 p.m. The event features 
a broad range of free activities for all 
ages including make-and-take crafts, 
community exhibits, and live entertain-
ment. Food vendors will sell seafood, 
barbeque, funnel cakes, and other 
snack items. 
 Admission, parking, and all activi-
ties are free. Pets, bicycles, skateboards, 
radios, and amplified sound are not 
permitted in the festival area. For more 
information, call 757.926.1400 or visit 
www.nnparks.com.

JUNETEENTH FREEDOM FESTIVAL
 Join the Downtown Newport News 
Merchants & Neighbors Association at 
the Juneteenth Freedom Festival on 
Saturday, June 17th. The Association is 
hosting this year’s event at the Farmer’s 
Market at 28th Street and Jefferson Av-
enue from noon to 4 p.m. The family-
friendly event will offer food, entertain-
ment and more.
 If you are interested in set-
ting up an exhibit or vendor table, 
please call 757.813.6014 or email  
dtnnmna@gmail.com. 

Choice Neighborhood  
Community Day

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY
 Join us as we give our neighbors 
a helping hand, do some spring clean-
ing, and celebrate our ongoing com-
mitment to transforming the neighbor-
hood. Habitat for Humanity and the City 
of Newport News are partnering for the 
Home Repair Blitz on Saturday, May 
20th. The Blitz will focus on participat-
ing homes located between 22nd and 
16th Streets and Jefferson and Mar-
shall Avenues. The Choice Neighbor-
hood planning team is supporting this 
effort with a neighborhood cleanup, 
followed by a block party for volun-
teers at Marshall Early Learning Center. 
The City will provide supplies for the 
cleanup, which starts at 10 a.m. The 
party starts at noon and will include 
food, music, activities for the kids, give-
aways, and the opportunity to meet 
your neighbors. Please volunteer!  
 To volunteer for the Home Repair 
Blitz, please register with Habitat for 
Humanity at www.habitatpgw.org. 
 To volunteer for the cleanup and 
to participate in the Block Party, please 
call Carlton Ransom at 757.926.8081 or 
email at cransom@nnva.gov. 
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What we are working on this month...

Your
Choice

Needs Assessment and Communi-
ty Survey: We continue to reach out 
to as many residents, business own-
ers, and other stakeholders as pos-
sible to get them to participate in the 
Choice Neighborhood surveys. 

The planning team will be at various 
community meetings and events to 
get your input. Check the event cal-
endar at www.newportnewschoice.

com. Or, if you would like to take the 
survey electronically, call the Plan-
ning Department at 757.926.8761.

Community Day: The May 20th 
event will include the Habitat for Hu-
manity Home Repair Blitz, a Commu-
nity Cleanup, and a Block Party for our 
volunteers. To volunteer, please call 
Carlton Ransom at 757.926.8081 or 
email him at cransom@nnva.gov. 

Early Action Activities: Interested 
in joining the subcommittee that will 
work on the early action activities? 
The group’s initial focus is celebrating 
the history and culture of the com-
munity through art. They will identify 
projects that celebrate the commu-
nity and accelerate neighborhood 
transformation. To volunteer, please 
call Carlton Ransom at 757.926.8081 
or email him at cransom@nnva.gov. 


