
Free Summer Meals
 Teens and children 18 years old 
and younger can find food, friends and 
fun this summer through the Summer 
Meals Program. The program, overseen 
by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA), provides kids and teens in areas 
of need with free meals when school is 
out. Healthy meals are provided at sites 
such as schools and churches to pro-
vide fun, safe places for children to be 
active and visit with friends. No appli-
cation or proof of income is needed to 
participate. Sites may also offer learn-
ing and recreational activities.
 The Boys and Girls Clubs of the Vir-
ginia Peninsula and the Virginia Penin-
sula Foodbank are sponsoring multiple 
Summer Meal sites in the Marshall-
Ridley Choice Neighborhood, includ-
ing one at the Ridley Circle Recreation 
Center (618 18th Street). Breakfast and 
lunch will be provided at the recreation 
center Monday through Friday start-
ing July 5th and ending August 25th. 
Breakfast will be served from 9:45 a.m. 
to 10:15 a.m. and lunch will be served 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:15 pm.
 The House of Refuge is participat-
ing in the program for the first time, 
serving as a host for one of the Summer 
Meal sites. Pastors Benjamin and Feli-
cia Jeter will serve as the site manag-

ers at 1217 Ivy Avenue. Breakfast will be 
served Monday through Friday through 
August 25th between 8:30 and 9:30 
a.m., while lunch will be served from 
12:30 to 1:30 p.m. For questions, call 
757.827.5416.
 To find a site near you for free sum-
mer meals for kids in your neighbor-
hood, please go to the USDA website at 
www.fns.usda.gov/summerfoodrocks 
or text FOOD to 877-877. 

Southeast Community:  
An Oral History

 As a follow up to the highly success-
ful spring 2017  Neighborhood Leader-
ship Series, the CNI planning team will 
host another interactive discussion on 
“the history of the Southeast Commu-
nity as told by residents themselves.” 
Join us on Tuesday, July 25th at 6 p.m. 
at the Marshall Early Learning Center, 

We hope to see 
you there!
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

• Housing Task Force Meeting 
on Tuesday, July 18th at 3 p.m.  
Location: Family Investment 
Center, 600 Ridley Circle

• Neighborhood Task Force Meet-
ing on Tuesday, July 18th at 
6 p.m.  Location: Jim’s Local  
Market

• People Task Force Meeting 
on Wednesday, July 19th at  
10 a.m. Location: Family  
Investment Center

• History of the Southeast Com-
munity: An Interactive Discus-
sion on Tuesday, July 25th at  
6 p.m. at Marshall Early Learn-
ing Center (743 24th Street)

Get involved.
For questions or to VOLUNTEER, please contact:
Garrett Morgan, Senior Planner at gmorgan@nnva.gov
Phone: 757.926.8761 (Department of Planning)
Britta Ayers, Manager of Comprehensive Planning at 
bayers@nnva.gov

NEWPORT NEWS CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD

The Newsome House Museum and Cultural 
Center  is the restored 1899 house of Joseph 
Thomas Newsome, a prominent attorney and 
community activist.
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743 24th Street. This event is free and 
open to all! The facilitated session will 
provide an opportunity for neighbors 
to share their favorite memories of the 
people, houses, community facilities, 
events, and of course, Pinkett’s Beach, 
throughout the years.  
 The goal of this discussion is to re-
mind all of us of how the neighborhood  
used to be  in order to prepare us for the 
plans of what it will be in the future. We 
encourage everyone of all ages to par-
ticipate, celebrate and engage in this 
multigenerational effort for change. 
For more information, please contact 
Dr. Telly Whitfield at twhitfield@nnva.
gov or 757.926.8621.

An Opportunity Site
 In support of the Choice Neighbor-
hoods Initiative (CNI) and neighbor-
hood transformation in the Southeast 
Community, the Newport News Eco-

nomic Development Authority (EDA) 
purchased the former Chase packaging 
plant site. Located at 1300 Marshall Av-
enue, the 27-acre waterfront property 
is considered an opportunity site. Nei-
ther the EDA nor the City of Newport 
News has any specific plans for the site. 
What happens on the site will be de-
termined through the CNI process. The 
Marshall-Ridley Choice Neighborhood 
Transformation Plan, which will estab-
lish the long-term vision developed by 
residents and other stakeholders, will 
include strategies to guide action for 
investment and future development 
throughout the neighborhood, includ-
ing the Chase site.

Mobile Food Pantry
 On Tuesday, June 27th, the City of 
Newport News and the Newport News 
Redevelopment and Housing Author-
ity (NNRHA) partnered with the Virginia 
Peninsula Foodbank at Ridley Place to 
distribute food from the Mobile Food 
Pantry. The Mobile Food Pantry Pro-
gram allows the Foodbank to directly 
deliver and distribute fresh, healthy 
food to communities in need. Neigh-
borhoods are selected based on the 
number of local children who qualify 
for free lunch at school. This was the 
second distribution at Ridley Place 
within the past month. 
 According to the Foodbank, a total 
of 13,081 pounds of food was distrib-
uted.  The Foodbank converts pounds 
to meals, which means we helped 
them distribute enough food to pre-
pare 10,901 meals. The food served 
181 households, which included 361 
children. Based on average house-

hold size, each home received close 
to one weeks’ worth of groceries. We 
know that this is just a dent in the food 
insecurity levels faced by this neigh-
borhood, but we are grateful to have 
played a role in lifting the residents up. 
 The Newport News Choice Neigh-
borhoods Initiative planning team is 
supporting the Foodbank’s service 
to Ridley Place and the surrounding 
area as part of the City’s ongoing com-
mitment to transforming the neigh-
borhood. Choice Neighborhoods is 
designed to bring public and private 
agencies, organizations, and individu-
als together to develop solutions to 
reshape the community. Improving ac-
cess to healthy food and overall health 
is a focus for the Marshall-Ridley Choice 
Neighborhood.
 The Foodbank brought volunteers 
from the U.S. Air Force and CarMax. 
Joining the Department of Planning 
and NNRHA staff were Codes Compli-
ance, Chief Lee and staff from the Fire 
Department Administrative Section, 
firefighters and medics from Station 2, 
Police Department’s South Precinct, 
and the Sherriff’s Office. Volunteers 
helped unload the food trucks, set up 
the distribution site, distribute food 

Volunteers assisted the Virginia Peninsula 
Foodbank last month with food distribution at 
Ridley Place.

The former Chase packaging plant site is 
located at 1300 Marshall Avenue between the 
Christopher Shores neighborhood and The 
Towers. The property has beachfront access.



items, and carry groceries for those 
that needed an extra hand.
 Additional support for the event 
was provided by Doris Miller Com-
munity Center (tables and tents) and 
Jim’s Local Market. A special thanks to 
Jim’s Local Market for letting us borrow 
shopping carts, which made it easier 
for volunteers to help residents get 
food items back to their units.

Residential Rental  
Inspection Program

 No one wants to live in or live near 
substandard and unsafe rental units. 
The City of Newport News understands 
that these conditions adversely affect 
the quality of life of residents and the 
quality of our neighborhoods. Over the 
past few years, the City has focused on 
identifying vacant, boarded and fall-
ing down structures and working with 

property owners to get results. The City 
realized, however, that more tools were 
needed to get more property owners to 
take action in a timely manner to im-
prove housing conditions and help re-
energize aging neighborhoods. So, in 
October 2016, the City Council adopted 
a program that allows the Department 
of Codes Compliance to make sure that 
all rental residential property in New-
port News meets minimum standards 
for safety and proactively protect the 
public health and welfare, while pre-
serving and improving the quality of 
neighborhoods.
 The Residential Rental Inspection 
Program was rolled out this spring in 
three areas, including the Marshall-
Ridley Choice Neighborhood. Owners 
of rental units in selected areas are 
required to register their rental units 
and get an inspection and permit from 
the Department of Codes Compliance 
for continued use of their residential 
property. Codes Compliance staff will 
inspect the exterior and interior of 
units to make sure that rental units are 
properly maintained and comply with 
all local, state and federal regulations. 
Only upon receiving an inspection and 
being issued a 48-month certificate 
of compliance, can property owners 
legally rent out their apartments and 
houses.
 If you are interested in finding out 
more about this program, check out 
the information posted on the Depart-
ment of Codes Compliance’s website 
at www.nnva.gov/2283/Residential-
Rental-Inspection-Program or call 
757.926.8498.

Tall Grass
 Have you ever walked through the 
neighborhood and noticed properties 
with tall grass and weeds and won-
dered if there is something you can do 
about them? Well, there is a number for 
you to call to let the City know about 
properties with tall grass. Before you 
make a call, however, please note if 
the tall grass is actually visible from the 
public right-of-way (sidewalk or street). 
If it is not visible from public property 
because it is hidden behind a privacy 
fence, the City’s inspectors cannot cite 
the property owner as they cannot go 
on private property without permission 
to verify a violation. Also note that grass 
is considered tall when it is more than 
10 inches in height. 

 Inspectors will go out within three 
to four days to inspect properties for 
which a complaint has been filed, de-
pending upon their workload. If a tall 
grass violation is confirmed, then a le-
gal notice is sent to the property owner, 
who then has 10 days to cut the grass. 
If the grass is not cut by the property 
owner within the 10 days, the com-
plaint is turned over to the Department 
of Public Works’ Community Mainte-
nance Division, which receives all grass 
complaints in the city. Once Communi-
ty Maintenance Division cuts the grass, 
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The Residential Rental Inspection Program 
will allow the City to make sure that all rental 
residential property in Newport News meets 
minimum standards for safety and protects 
public health and welfare.



a lien is placed on the property for the 
cost of the cutting plus an administra-
tive fee. 
 To report tall grass in your neigh-
borhood, call 757.933.2311 or email 
311@nnva.gov. 

  
  
  
     

 Join the Hampton Roads Com-
munity Action Program (HRCAP) and 
Brentwood Riverside Medical Center 
at the Family Fun Day on Saturday, 
July 22nd from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The 
event will take place at 10510 Jeffer-
son Avenue. For more information, call 
757.594.4727.
 The Health Fair will include con-
cession stands, pony rides, a bounce 
house, health screenings, and give-
aways. There is a $5 admission fee for 
adults and children 13 and over. Chil-
dren 12 and under are admitted for free.  
 All proceeds from the event will 
benefit the Teen Moms Support Pro-
gram. The Teen Moms Support Pro-

gram provides education, nutritional 
and medical support for expectant 
mothers to ensure that they give birth 
to healthy babies and have the resourc-
es they need to become successful par-
ents.

Male Mentoring Program
 Big Brothers Big Sisters and Zeta 
Lambda Chapter of Alpha Phi Alpha 
Fraternity, Inc. host a Male Mentoring 
Program each month at the Pearl Bai-
ley Library. The program is for boys and 
young men ages 9 to 18. Registration is 
ongoing. Contact the Big Brothers Big 
Sisters   for an application and more in-
formation at 757.369.6824.

Doris Miller Community Center
 Looking for something to do 
this summer? Check out the classes, 
events, and programs offered at Doris 
Miller Community Center. Events this 
month  include Family Movie Day (July 
12th) and the Teen Talent Search (July 
27th). Don’t miss the Community Back 
to School Bash on August 26th.
 Stop by or check the calendar of 
events at www.nngov.com/1209/Doris-
Miller-Community-Center. Don’t forget 
that the center also has a pool, gymna-
sium, and weight room.

Downing-Gross  
Cultural Arts Center

 Catch a family-friendly movie this 
summer at the Downing-Gross Cul-
tural Arts Center. This month’s movie 
is Surf’s Up 2 Wave Mania and will be 
shown on Tuesday, July 25th at 2 p.m.  
Movies in August include Finding Dory, 
The Wild Life, The Angry Birds Movie, 
and Batman Lego. 
 Kids ages 7 to 17 get in free. Kids 
younger than 11 have to be accompa-
nied by an adult or older sibling. For 
more information go to www.downing-
gross.org and check the events calen-
dar or call 757.247.8950.
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What we are working on this month...
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Community Workshop: Interested 
in the results of the community survey 
and the market analysis? Findings will 
be presented at the Community Vi-
sioning Workshop in August. Residents 
and other stakeholders will be asked 
to confirm the issues to be addressed 
in the Marshall Ridley Choice Neigh-
borhood Transformation Plan, and 
will participate in a visioning exercise 
where they will consider all possibili-

ties to help reshape the community. 
We are still working on a date and 
location for the meeting and will an-
nounce the details within the next 
few weeks. Stay informed and keep 
up with our activities and events on 
the project website at www.newport-
newschoice.com. 

Early Action Activities: Interested 
in joining the subcommittee that 

will work on the early action activi-
ties? They will identify projects that 
celebrate the community and ac-
celerate neighborhood transfor-
mation. The group’s initial focus 
is celebrating the history and cul-
ture of the community through art.   
 
To volunteer, please call Carlton Ran-
som at 757.926.8081 or email him at 
cransom@nnva.gov. 

Community-
Features

Is there someone you think we 
should feature in an upcoming 
newsletter? Do you want to know 
more about a particular commu-
nity program or service? If yes, call 
us at (757) 926-8761 or email Gar-
rett Morgan at gmorgan@nnva.gov. 
Tell us what information you want 
to see in future newsletters. 


