
Let’s Celebrate on June 2nd!
 King-Lincoln Park Day is coming up 
on Saturday, June 2, noon to 5:00 p.m. 
at King-Lincoln Park (600 Jefferson 
Avenue), and we hope to see you there!
 At this year’s event, we are 
celebrating the Marshall-Ridley Choice 
Neighborhood Initiative (CNI). This 
event is an opportunity to get the word 
out about the amazing work that our 
community has done so far to set the 
transformation into motion. It is also a 
chance for us to encourage residents 
to get involved in the implementation 
phase by signing up for the Citizen 
Advisory Committee.
 The CNI exhibit at King-Lincoln 
Park Day will include interactive 
stations for children and adults. Plus, 
there will be lots of fun giveaways! This 
is all a part of the greater community 
celebration, which includes a full 
lineup of music, arts and crafts, games, 
and demonstrations. King-Lincoln Park 
Day is free and open to the public, 
and there will be food vendors on site 
selling seafood, Caribbean food, funnel 
cakes, and more.  
 Bring a friend and spread the word. 
Help us celebrate CNI and get the 
community excited about taking part 
in the transformation process. 
 Don’t miss out on free sno-cones 
and cotton candy and live performances 
from RaJazz and Rare Essence!  
May be rescheduled in the event  
of rain.

Don’t Forget Juneteenth
 Join the Downtown Newport News 
Merchants and Neighbors Association, 
Inc. at its Annual Juneteenth Freedom 
Festival on June 16, 2018 from noon 
to 4:00 p.m. at Brooks Crossing (30th 
Street and Jefferson Avenue). 
 Juneteenth celebrates the 
(belated) end of slavery and provides 
a national platform to recognize the 
many of achievements of African 
Americans and an opportunity to speak 
out against ongoing injustices.   
 All are invited to enjoy food, fun 
and family. This event is free and open 
to the public.

We hope to see 
you there!
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

• King-Lincoln Park Day and CNI 
Celebration on Saturday, June 2nd 
at King-Lincoln Park, noon to 5:00 
p.m. 

• Juneteenth Freedom Festival on 
Saturday, June 16th at Brooks 
Crossing, noon to 4:00 p.m.

• Summer Movie Series - Despicable 
Me 3 on Tuesday, June 19th at 
Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Center, 
2:00 to 3:45 p.m.

• Family Movie at Pearl Bailey 
Library on Wednesday, June 27th 
at 2:00 p.m. Movie to be announced 
soon!

Get involved. For questions or to VOLUNTEER, 
please contact: Latara Branch, Neighborhood 
Revitalization Coordinator at lbranch@nnva.gov or 
Phone: 757.926.8761 (Department of Planning) or 
Britta Ayers, Manager of Comprehensive Planning at 
bayers@nnva.gov

Rendering (bottom) of boardwalk that will 
provide access to the beach from the park 
through the vegetated dunes.

Don’t forget to 
check out our  

website for all the 
latest news!.
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Update on CNI Implementation 
Grant Application

 On May 22, 2018 a team from the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development (HUD) visited the 
Marshall-Ridley Choice Neighborhood 
to tour the area and assess the ability 
of the NNRHA, City of Newport News, 
and partners to implement the 
Transformation Plan. Newport News 
is one of six finalists chosen from 
a pool of 20 applicants for the CNI 
Implementation Grant competition.
 NNRHA and City staff  were 
joined by Neighborhood Champions, 
partners, and elected and appointed 
officials at Achievable Dream Academy 
to show long-term commitment 
to neighborhood transformation. 
HUD anticipates announcing CNI 
Implementation Grant winners by the 
end of June 2018.
 
Free Summer Meals for Children 

18 Years of Age and Younger
 The Summer Food Service 
Program, funded by the US. 
Department of Agriculture, provides 
free meals to youth during the summer 
months. Summer meals are provided 
in safe places in the neighborhood. 
Text FOOD to 877-877 or go to www.
fns.usda.gov/SummerFoodRocks to 
find a site near you.
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The visiting HUD team participated in a 
neighborhood tour which included stops at 
Ridley Place (top and middle) and the Newport 
News Shipyard Digital Shipbuilding Mobile 
Experience trailer, which was parked at Brooks 
Crossing (bottom). Photos courtesy of Ernest 
Thompson, Neighborhood Champion.

What we are working on this month...
Final Draft Marshall-Ridley Choice Neighborhood Transformation Plan: We continue to 
finalize the plan, which is scheduled for public hearing before the City Council on Tuesday, June 
12, 2018 at City Hall at 7:00 p.m. The deadline to submit the adopted plan to HUD is on June 
28, 2018. 

Broadband Study: The City anticipates awarding a contract in early June to a consultant 
who will prepare a Broadband Study for the Marshall-Ridley Choice Neighborhood.  The 
study will identify best solutions to improve broadband connectivity in the neighborhood. 

Transitioning to Implementation: The Core Implementation Team is drafting a work plan 
and schedule for implementation. They will be reaching out to residents and other partners 
to organize and kick-off the Implementation Committee and Citizen Advisory Committee once 
initial tasks are completed. Stay tuned for more information in the coming weeks.


