
CNI Community Update Meeting
 Join us for the CNI Community 
Update Meeting, which will take place 
on Thursday, August 2, 6 to 8 p.m. at 
Marshall Early Learning Center, 743 
24th Street. Come get an update on the 
Choice Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) 
implementation and our next steps. 
Dinner will be provided.  

On the agenda:
• Recap of feedback from HUD
• Discussion of next steps
• Overview of upcoming activities

 
 

 Questions? Contact 757-926-8081 
or visit newportnewschoice.com. 

CNI Implementation Grant
 The U.S. Department of Housing  
and Urban Development (HUD) has  
announced the recipients of the Fiscal  
Year 2017 CNI Implementation Grant.  
Newport News was a finalist, but  
ultimately was not selected by HUD for  
the $30 million grant.
 Despite the initial disappointment,  
we remain committed to the  
transformation process. Staff  
from the City and Newport News  
Redevelopment and Housing Authority 
(NNRHA) held a debrief discussion with 

HUD officials after the announcement 
to gain a better understanding of how 
to strengthen the application. It is not 
unusual for localities to apply for the 
implementation grant more than once 
before being selected, and we have 
begun the process to reapply for the 
grant in September.
 In the meantime, the 
implementation process is already in 
its very early stages and will occur in 
six phases, beginning with projects 
that set the groundwork for economic 
development and improvements in the 
public realm. Community residents, 
partner organizations, and other 
stakeholders are invited to attend the 
CNI Community Update Meeting on 
Thursday, August 2 at 6 p.m., at the 
Marshall Early Learning Center to hear 
more about current and upcoming 
projects related to the Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative.
 Special thanks to all the community 
partner agencies, staff, and especially 
the citizens who have worked so hard 
to support the implementation grant 
application process and who remain 
committed to the transformation 
process. Our work continues, and we 
are excited about what lies ahead. 

We hope to see
you there!
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

• CNI Community Update Meeting 

on Thursday, August 2 from 6 to 

8 p.m.  Location: Marshall Early 

Learning Center, 743 23th Street.

• Southeast Community 

Celebration 2018 at King-Lincoln 

Park on Saturday, August 28 from 

6 to 8 p.m. Featuring an open set 

from BJ Griffin, followed by the 

Fuzz Band.

Get involved.
For more information, please contact: Latara Branch, 
Neighborhood Revitalization Coordinator, at 
branchls@nnva.gov and Phone: 757.926.8761 
(Department of Planning) or Britta Ayers, Assistant 
Director of Planning, at bayers@nnva.gov
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Receive this
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by email by 

signing up on
our website.



Sales Tax Holiday
 Virginia’s annual sales tax holiday 
runs from August 3 through 5, 2018. 
During the sales tax holiday, you 
can buy qualifying schools supplies, 
clothing, footwear, hurricane and 
preparedness items, and Energy Star™ 
and WaterSense™ products without 
paying sales tax.
 Eligible items include qualified 
school supplies ($20 or less per item), 
qualified clothing and footwear 
($100 or less per item), First Aid Kits, 
batteries, bottled water and more. For a 
full list of qualifying items, visit https://
tax.virginia.gov/virginia-sales-tax-
holiday. Stock up for the school year, 
and get prepared for the peak of 
hurricane season!

National Night Out
 On Tuesday, August 7 from 6 to 
8:30 p.m., neighborhoods throughout 
Newport News are joining forces with 
thousands of communities across the 
country for the 35th Annual National 
Night Out.
 National Night Out is an 
annual community building event 
that promotes community-police 
partnerships and helps to bring 
neighbors together. These events are 
designed for citizens of all ages and 

can range in size from a small event in 
your neighborhood to a larger event 
for your community. The hope is 
that by working together to promote 
positive partnerships throughout our 
community we can all work together 
and create safer neighborhoods.

For more information on National 
Night Out, visit natw.org.

Back to School Time
As summer winds down, there are 

several back to school community 
events to help families prepare: 
• Back to School Supply Drive:

Hosted by Ivy Baptist Church, 50
Maple Avenue, July 1 through August
17. Supplies will be given out at their
annual Community Day Block Party,
August 18, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Call 757-
244-8165 for more information.

• Back to School Community
Outreach Event: Hosted by House of 
Refuge, Saturday, August 18, begins
at 10 a.m. with march from Anderson
Park (16th Street and Oak Avenue)
to King-Lincoln Park (600 Jefferson
Avenue); event ends at 3 p.m. Call
757-827-5416 for more information.

• Back to School Drive: Hosted by
Gamma Chapter of Alpha Gamma
Xi Sorority, Inc. and Educate Inspire
Transform, Sunday, August 19, 1 to 4
p.m., 726 16th Street.

• Back to School Bash: Hosted by
Doris Miller Community Center, 2814
Wickham Avenue, Saturday, August
25, noon to 5 p.m. featuring music,
entertainment, inflatables, and
more. Registration is required for the
3-on-3 basketball tournament. Call

757-247-8603 for more information.

• Saved by the Bell Back to School
Bash: Hosted by The Lighthouse
Outreach Inc., Sunday, August 26, 3
to 6 p.m. at King-Lincoln Park, 600
Jefferson Avenue. Call 757-827-7787
for more information.

 Did we leave something off 
the list? Email the details to 
newportnewschoice@nnva.gov or 
call 757-926-8081, and we’ll update 
the back-to-school event blog post 
on newportnewschoice.com.

Follow NewportNewsChoice 
on Facebook and Instagram. 

#ExperiencetheTransformation
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What we are  
working on this 

month...

• CNI Implementation Grant
Application

• Digital Technology Survey
• Pinkett’s Beach Boardwalk

Grand Opening




