
Surveys Completed!  
What’s Next?

 Thank you to all residents, busi-
ness owners, planning partners, and 
other community stakeholders who 
completed and/or adminstered the 
community surveys. A total of 351 sur-
veys were completed by May 31st. 
Raw data is being analyzed; a summary 
of the findings will be presented at the 
joint committee and task force meet-
ing on Thursday, July 6th. The meeting 
will be held at Marshall Early Learning 
Center (743 24th Street) and is open to 
all. Dinner will be served at 5:30 p.m. 
The meeting will be held from 6:00—
8:00 p.m. If you need childcare for this 
event, please contact the Department 
of Planning at 926-8761.
 Task forces will discuss survey find-
ings in more detail at their regularly 
scheduled meetings in July, as they 
confirm the key challenges and oppor-
tunities to address in the Transforma-
tion Plan. 

 

Home Repair, Neighborhood 
Cleanup, and Block Party

 Vice Mayor Tina Vick kicked off the 
third annual Newport News Home Re-
pair Blitz in the Marshall-Ridley Choice 
Neighborhood on Saturday, May 20th. 
Habitat for Humanity was the principal 
partner for the Blitz with support from 
other organizations including the Unit-
ed Way, Trivent Builds, and Lowe’s. The 
Boys & Girls Club (on Hampton Avenue 

at Jefferson Avenue) served as the 
event host.  Over the course of the day, 
10 qualifying homeowners were as-
sisted with projects ranging from minor 
landscaping and painting to building a 
shed and back deck. Approximately 150 
volunteers, including City and Newport 
News Redevelopment and Housing 
Authority staff, worked throughout the 
day to complete the many projects.
 This year in addition to the blitz, 
the Choice Neighborhood Planning 
Team hosted its first Neighborhood 
Cleanup and Block Party. Residents, 
partner organizations, community vol-

We hope to see 
you there!
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Get involved.
Stay informed.
Shape the future! 

• Joint Committee and Task Force 
Meeting on Thursday, July 6th at 
Marshall Early Learning Center, 6–8 
p.m. (dinner served at 5:30 p.m.)

• Comprehensive Plan Update: Open 
House at Downing-Gross Cultural 
Arts Center on July 17th, 6–8 p.m. 

• Housing Task Force Meeting on 
Tuesday, July 18th  at the Family 
Investment Center, 3–5 p.m.

• Neighborhood Task Force Meeting 
on Tuesday, July 18th at Jim’s Local 
Market, 6–8 p.m. 

• People Task Force Meeting on 
Wednesday,  January 19th at the 
Family Investment Center, 10 a.m. 
to noon

Get involved.
For questions or to VOLUNTEER, please contact:
Garrett Morgan, Senior Planner at gmorgan@nnva.gov
Phone: 757.926.8761 (Department of Planning)
Britta Ayers, Manager of Comprehensive Planning at 
bayers@nnva.gov

NEWPORT NEWS CHOICE NEIGHBORHOOD

Volunteers worked on a variety of projects 
throughout the day, including building a shed 
(top) and landscaping (bottom).

Meeting times and 
locations are posted 

on the website.
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unteers, and City and housing author-
ity staff joined together to do some 
spring cleaning and celebrate their on-
going commitment to transforming the 
Marshall-Ridley Choice Neighborhood. 
Volunteers picked up litter between 
16th and 28th Streets between Madi-
son and Marshall Avenues, along with a 
portion of Ridley Place, before heading 
to the Marshall Early Learning Center 
for food, music, and activities for the 
kids. Joining the planning team were 
police officers from the South Precinct, 
Parks and Recreation staff from Doris 
Miller Community Center, and a crew 
from Fire Station #2.
 The Block Party was made possible 
through the generous support of J. 
Smith Enterprises (McDonald’s), Uncle 
Nick’s Premium Meats, Hornsby Tire 
and Service Center, Naval Station Nor-
folk Special Operations Department, 
The Mariners’ Museum,  Virginia Living 
Museum, Couture Cakes by Nika, and 
Newport News Public Schools.

Planning for the City’s Future
 Join the Comprehensive Plan Citi-
zen Advisory Committee and Depart-
ment of Planning staff for an intro-
duction to the City’s comprehensive 
plan update on Monday, July 17th at 
Downing-Gross Cultural Arts Center.  
The One City, One Future Comprehen-
sive Plan is the result of several years 
of effort and input from many differ-
ent community members.  The com-
prehensive plan is the primary tool for 
guiding future investment in and devel-
opment of the city.
 Be a part of the public review pro-
cess. Find out how the future Choice 
Neighborhood Transformation Plan 
ties into the citywide plan, and give us 
your feedback on recommendations 
and action items. The meeting will be 
an open house format from 6:00—8:00 
p.m. Multiple stations will be set up 
for community members to review the 
plan and maps, ask questions of com-
mittee members and Department of 
Planning staff, and provide feedback. A 
brief presentation will be given at 6:30 
p.m. to introduce the plan and how it 
has changed from the adopted com-
prehensive plan. 

Summer Adventures Program 
 Looking for something fun for the 
kids to do this summer? Consider the 
Summer Adventures Program, which 
offers many engaging activities for kids 
at the Boys & Girls Clubs. The program 
covers activities in Character & Lead-

ership Development, Education & Ca- 
reer Development, Health & Life Skills, 
Sports, Recreation & Fitness, and The 
Arts. A free lunch and snack will be pro-
vided to all members each day. To find 
out more about this program and to 
register, contact the Boys & Girls Club 
near you.

Summer Food Service Program
 The Boys & Girls Clubs of the Vir-
ginia Peninsula are participating in the 
2017 Summer Food Service Prgoram. 
Sponsored by the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, the program ensures that 
youth receive free meals during the 
summer months when they no longer 
have access to reduced-cost and free 
lunch at school. The program is open 
to all children and will take place June 
19—August 25, 2017. Boys & Girls Clubs 
membership is not required.
 Meals will be provided Monday 
through Friday on a first come, first 
serve basis at the following sites within 
the Choice Neighborhood:
• Greater Hampton Roads Club at 

629 Hampton Avenue. Lunch is from 
12:30—1:30 p.m. and snacks will 
be served from 3:00—3:30 p.m. Call 
757.247.1364 for more information. 

• Lassister Courts Club at 811 Taylor 
Avenue. Lunch is from 12:30—1:30 
p.m. and snacks will be served from 
3:00—3:30 p.m. Call 757.245.8533 for 
more information. 
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Food and fun at the Block Party.

What we are working on this month...
Needs Assessment and Community Surveys: We continue to review the results of the surveys, 
which will be presented and discussed at the joint committee and task force meeting on July 6th. 

Market Analysis: Findings from the market study will also be presented and discussed at the joint 
committee and task force meeting in July.

Community Visioning Workshop: Findings from the surveys and market study will be presented 
at a public workshop to confirm key issues and opportunities to be addressed in the Transformation 
Plan. We anticipate that this workshop will occur in August. As we finalize a location and date for the 
workshop, we will notify the community.


