
Upcoming 
Events
Saturday,	June	8
Homebuyer	Info	Session, 
10 a.m.-12:30 p.m., Ridley 
Recreation Center, 618 18th St.

Saturday,	June	15
Juneteenth	Celebration, 
Freedom	Festival, Brooks 
Crossing, 3105 Jefferson Ave.

Saturday,	June	22
HUD	Strong	Families	Initiative	&	
CNI	Community	Celebration	
11 a.m.-3 p.m., Ridley Place, 
600 Ridley Circle

Your Choice

newportnewschoice.com
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The City of Newport News and the 
Newport News Redevelopment and 
Housing Authority are the recipients 
of a $30 million grant from the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development’s (HUD) Choice 
Neighborhoods Initiative (CNI) 
program. Funding will transform 
the Marshall-Ridley area in the 
Southeast Community, creating new 
housing options, community services, 
recreational opportunities and parks. 
Newport News received the maximum 
amount of funding allowable from 
HUD.

“This is a momentous day for the City 
of Newport News and our citizens,” 
said Newport News Mayor McKinley L. 
Price, D.D.S. “The grant from HUD is an 
investment in the transformation taking 
place in the Southeast Community, a 
revitalization that impacts our entire 

city. The Marshall-Ridley neighborhood 
has a rich history and a strong sense of 
community, and support from HUD will 
expedite our ambitious plan to return 
the area to its vibrancy and create 
life-changing opportunities for our 
residents.”

Newport News is one of three 
recipients chosen from a pool of 32 

Newport News Awarded
$30 Million HUD Grant

Cover photo:  HUD Secretary Ben Carson with Newport News City officials following the award announcement
Above: HUD Secretary Carson making the grant award announcement in Newport News City Council chambers

applicants. HUD also awarded grants 
to Norfolk (VA) and Omaha (NE). As 
part of the application review process, 
a HUD team visited Newport News 
in March to tour the Marshall-Ridley 
neighborhood and assess the city and 
housing authority’s initial progress in 
implementing the transformation plan.

Story continues on page 2. 
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Newport News 
Awarded $30 
Million HUD Grant 
(continued from 
cover story)
“It’s my privilege to award this grant to the City 
of Newport News,” said U.S. Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Ben Carson. “They were selected 
from dozens of applicants because of the vision they 
put forward – and the promise of that vision to uplift 
those who need a hand. As I have often said at HUD, we 
believe that creating opportunities in our communities 
can never be the job of just one sector. All of us, whether 
in the public, private, or nonprofit space, must come 
together and work as a well-coordinated team.”

In 2016, the city and the housing authority received a 
$500,000 CNI Planning Grant. This grant was used to 
develop a community-driven transformation plan for the 
Marshall-Ridley neighborhood, which includes Ridley 
Place public housing and an expanded area around the 
complex. The transformation plan can be viewed in its 
entirety at newportnewschoice.com.

The Choice Neighborhoods Initiative is HUD’s signature 
place-based initiative to revitalize and transform 
distressed public and assisted housing and surrounding 
areas. The initiative is intended to help localities build 
neighborhoods of opportunity and choice while focusing 
on housing, people and neighborhood needs and 
opportunities. CNI Implementation Grants support those 
communities that have undergone a comprehensive 
local planning process and are ready to implement their 
Transformation Plan.

With CNI Grant 
Funding in Place, 
What Comes Next?
The short answer is: our work continues! Funding from 
HUD helps to accelerate the transformation that has 
already begun in the Marshall-Ridley neighborhood. The 
Planning Process, which included numerous community 
events, surveys, and the establishment of various citizen 
task forces over a period of about two years, collected 
input from residents and served as the foundation for 
the Transformation Plan. Late 2018 marked the transition 
to the Implementation phase, kicking off the process of 
putting the Transformation Plan into action. 

Since then, the Ridley Health Clinic and the Ridley Lift 
& Connect Resource Center have been established to 
provide case management intake processing and medical 
services for residents. The Innovation and Opportunity 
Center at Brooks Crossing offers workforce development 
training and GED classes. Financing plans for the first 
phase of the Housing Plan are under review, and the 
Citizen Advisory Committee for Implementation has been 
established and is meeting regularly.

The work to engage the community throughout the 
transformation also continues. So, what’s the best way to 
stay informed and involved? Here are a few options:

• Subscribe to receive this newsletter by email

• Follow NewportNewsChoice on Facebook

• Visit the CNI exhibit at one of these upcoming 

community events (details on p. 3):

 � Free Homebuyer Informational Session (June 8)

 � Juneteenth Freedom Festival (June 15)

 � HUD Strong Healthy Families Initiative & CNI   

       Community Celebration (June 22)

• Visit the Ridley Lift & Connect Resource Center 

(details on p. 4)

• Find the Transformation Plan on the website,    

newportnewschoice.com
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Contact	Us
Find us on social media or sign up to receive this newsletter by email.
 

                Instagram.com/newportnewschoice	

               facebook.com/newportnewschoice	

               newportnewschoice@nnva.gov	

               757-926-8761

newportnewschoice.com

TNCC Information Sessions
Thursday,	June	6,	noon-2	p.m.	at	
C.	Waldo	Scott	Center	for	HOPE,	
3100	Wickham	Ave.	Come meet with 
Thomas Nelson’s Outreach Coordinator 
to get your questions answered! 
Apply on site for Certificate, Associate 
Degree, or Workforce Programs. For 
more information, contact Alyson 
LeMaster at lemastera@tncc.edu or 
call 757-283-7820 ext. 63532.

Free Homebuyer 
Informational Session
Saturday,	June	8,	10	a.m.-12:30	p.m.	
at	Ridley	Recreation	Center,	618	18th	
St.	Are you insterested in buying your 
first home, but unsure where to begin? 
Staff from a number of agencies will be 
on hand at this homebuyer information 
session to provide information, 
answer questions, and direct residents 
to additional resources. For more 
information, call 757-643-4086.

Juneteenth Freedom Festival
Saturday,	June	15,	noon-4	p.m.	at	
Brooks	Crossing,	3105	Jefferson	Ave. 
Hosted by the Downtown Newport 
News Merchants & Neighbors 
Association Inc. Enjoy food, fun, and 
family activities at this free event, plus 
visit vendors and exhibitors. Contact 
757-813-6014 or dtnnmna@gmail.com 
for more info.

Free Budgeting Workshops
Monday,	June	17,	18	&	19,	6-7:30	p.m.	
at	739	Thimble	Shoals	Blvd.	#1009	
Virginia Cooperative Extension hosts 
free workshops on the topic of 
Budgeting for adults (18+). Participants 
will be able to identify what type of 
spender they are, their financial goals 
and priorities, and their spending leaks. 
They will get hands-on experience in 
creating a spending plan that allows 
them to prioritize their debt and save 
money. They will also learn how to 
properly check their credit score and 
credit reports from reliable websites. 
This event is free, but registration is 
required. Registration	deadline	is	June	
13. Call 757-591-4838.

Summer Movie Series: Ralph 
Breaks the Internet
Tuesday,	June	18,	2-4	p.m.	at	
Downing-Gross	Cultural	Arts	Center,	
2410	Wickham	Ave.	Downing-Gross 
Cultural Arts Center hosts its Summer 
Movie Series every Tuesday at 2 p.m. 
all summer long. Admission is free 
and popcorn is provided. These family 
films are for kids of all ages. Kids under 
the age of 11 must be accompanied 
by an adult or older sibling. RSVP is 
appreciated but not required. To RSVP 
or for questions, contact Downing-
Gross Cultural Arts Center at 757-247-
8950.

South District Town Hall 
Meeting
Thursday,	June	20,	6	p.m.	at	Downing-
Gross	Cultural	Arts	Center,	2410	
Wickham	Ave.	Councilwoman Dr. 
Saundra Cherry hosts a monthly public 
meeting to update constituents on 
the latest happenings in the City of 
Newport News. 

HUD Strong Families 
Initiative and CNI Community 
Celebration
Saturday,	June	22,	11	a.m.-3	p.m.	at	
Ridley	Place,	600	Ridley	Circle
Hosted by the Newport News 
Redevelopment & Housing Authority 
and Newport News Police Department. 
Bring the family for a day of fun 
featuring vendors, music, games, and 
more. Plus, join us to celebrate the 
wonderful news about Newport News 
receiving the HUD CNI grant.

Teen & Tween Anime and 
Manga Club
Saturday,	June	22,	3-5	p.m.	at	Pearl	
Bailey	Library,	2510	Wickham	Ave.	
Pearl Bailey Library invites all tweens 
and teens ages 12-18 to join action-
packed Anime screenings and mind-
blowing Manga discussions the fourth 
Saturday every month. Some sessions 
will include special activities such as 
Japanese culture, crafts, food, games, 
and origami. For more info, call 757-
247-8677.



newportnewschoice.com

In addition to activities and workshops 
like financial literacy, credit counseling, 
homebuyers and Family game 
nights, the Lift & Connect Resource 
Center hosts Community Walks 
every Friday morning. These walks, 
led by Neighborhood Programs 
Coordinator Yugonda Sample-Jones, 
keep Ridley residents informed of 
upcoming events, classes, workshops 
and opportunities available to the 

Spotlight: Lift & Connect Resource Center
The Lift & Connect Resource Center, 
located at 618 18th St., connects 
residents of Ridley Place with 
resources and services needed to 
transform their lives. This location 
is a vision manifested in partnership 
by Newport News Redevelopment 
& Housing Authority (NNHRA) and 
Hampton Roads Community Action 
Program (HRCAP).
 
The Lift & Connect Resource Center 
executes and manages several goals 
from the Marshall-Ridley Choice 
Neighborhood Transformation 
Plan and serves as an information 
distribution center.  The building is also 
headquarters for the Service Provider 
Network (SPN), a group of public 
and private organizations providing 
services directly to the neighborhood. 

Zion Baptist Church, located at 633 
20th St., hosts the CNI Community 
Garden and teaches residents how 
to grow and prepare fresh fruits and 
vegetables for their families.

community. The goal is to meet people 
“where they are”, address community 
concerns face-to-face, and prepare the 
community for transformation.

The Lift & Connect Resource Center 
is open from 9 a.m.-4 p.m. Monday 
through Friday. For more information, 
contact 757-755-0416 or 
Yugonda.samplejones@hrcapinc.org.

Southeastern Virginia Health System provides services for Ridley residents at the 
Ridley Health Clinic, located at 1611 16th St. The clinic is open on Wednesdays 
from 9 a.m.-noon. Each of the following events will take place during operating 
hours, unless otherwise specified. Residents are encouraged to register for 
immunizations (free for uninsured children and Medicaid patients) and free 
classes. Registration forms are located inside the clinic. For more information or 
to register, please call 757-247-2806.

•	 June	5-	Screening	Clinic: Providing blood pressure and blood sugar screenings 
and Medicaid enrollment. 

•	 Sign	Up	Day:	Sign up for upcoming events.
•	 June	12-	Healthy	Me	Class	(10-11	a.m.): Learn about preventing chronic 

disease and developing healthy habits such as eating healthy and exercise.
•	 June	19-	Wellness	Day:	Weight, blood pressure, and blood sugar screenings. 

Residents who get screened will receive give-a-ways for participating.
•	 June	26-	Immunization	Day	(ages	10	and	up):	Full list of available 

immunizations will be available closer to the date of this event.

Screenings & Classes at Ridley Health Clinic


