
 
 
 
 
MEETING SUMMARY FOR 
Thursday, January 17, 2017  
7 to 8:30 p.m. at the Family Investment Center 
600 Ridley Circle, Newport News, VA 23607  
 
MEETING PURPOSE  
To discuss ongoing communications and community engagement activities, review task force data sheets, 
provide an update on the status of the Needs Assessment, and begin discussions on early action items.  
  
EXPECTED OUTCOMES 
Enhanced communications and engagement strategies, questions for the Needs Assessment, and 
recommendations for Early Action Activities   
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT  
Karen Wilds, Sheila McAllister, Arleen Peake, Hector Vazquez, Janeen Vazquez, Robin Rattley, Evelyn 
Azeem, George Covington, Florence Kingston, Janet Green, Laurel Ramey, Daniele Dukes, Melanie 
Crooms  
 
COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT  
Celita Scott, Edwina Robertson, Ella Fox, Terrence Williams, Marche Gomes, Geoff Shoemaker, Jennifer 
St. Martin, Patrick Finneran, Thomas Cosgrove  
 
OTHERS PRESENT  
Mike Azeem, Deborah Thomas, Britta Ayers 
 

—PRESENTATION MATERIALS ARE ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT— 
 

1.0 Welcome  
Ms. McAllister, Steering Committee Lead, welcomed attendees, led introductions, and provided an 
overview of the agenda. She acknowledged low attendance at the meeting, as well as low resident 
representation on the task forces. She asked attendees to please help get the word out to anyone 
interested in participating. 
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2.0 Communications and Community Engagement  
Ms. McAllister asked if committee members had the opportunity to read the current newsletter. She asked 
for feedback on content and form, and for recommendations for future articles. Several committee 
members asked about newsletter distribution – beyond electronic format – and recommended that City staff 
distribute the newsletter door-to-door, especially at Ridley Place. Ms. Ayers stated that door-to-door 
distribution will be done next week, along with an information sheet on the Choice Neighborhood planning 
process. The intent is to reach out to every household at Ridley Place to get more people involved. She 
identified numerous places where the newsletter is posted or left for pick up including various neighborhood 
businesses, the library, and the Family Investment Center. Ms. Ramey recommended leaving the 
newsletter and fliers at the Boys and Girls Club facilities.  
 
Additional feedback on communications and community engagement included: 

• The font in the newsletter is too small. 
• Include a section in the newsletter that provides updates on other activities in the neighborhood, 

such as ongoing work by the Hampton Roads Sanitation District and the Virginia Department of 
Transportation. 

• The website is useful. 
• More outreach should be done on Twitter, Instagram and Snapchat. 

 

3.0 Task Force Data Sheets  
The draft data sheets were introduced to the Steering Committee at their last meeting. Ms. McAllister stated 
that she wanted to review the content with the committee to provide them with a better understanding of the 
information the task forces are using to develop goals and strategies. She also stated that the data sheets 
will help them understand how the Marshall-Ridley neighborhood became a focus for the City and Newport 
News Redevelopment and Housing Authority and qualified for the grant. 
 
Data sheets are attached for reference. Below is a summary of some of the key discussion points from the 
meeting. 
 

• Housing Data Sheet 
o There are 2,478 housing units in the Choice Neighborhood, but there are no market rate 

apartments. 
o The majority of people in the neighborhood are renters. 
o More than 3,500 people are on the waiting list for public housing in Newport News. 

• People Data Sheet 
o The poverty rate in the Choice Neighborhood is 52 percent.  
o Unemployment in the neighborhood is almost three times that of the city as a whole: 17 

percent compared to 6 percent. 



 
 

Steering Committee Meeting #3  Page 3 of 4 
 

o Over 64 percent of residents have a high school diploma or equivalent, while 23 percent have 
not completed high school.  

• Neighborhood Data Sheet 
o Safety is the biggest issue for the Neighborhood Task Force. Although the total number of Part 

I Violent Crimes per year has remained steady for several years, the number of crimes per 
year in the Choice Neighborhood is almost seven times that as the city as a whole.  

o Corner markets are not meeting the neighborhood’s needs. They are not serving their intended 
purpose. They have become places were residents hang out. 

o Total population in the neighborhood has been declining since 2000. 
o There are only 19 acres of park land in the Choice Neighborhood. 

 
Questions and comments from the committee included: 

• How does Newport News compare to the state in terms of the education numbers?  
• Newport News is designated as a health professional shortage area. Is the data available in more 

detail? Can we determine in which specialty areas the shortages occur? 
• What improvements are planned for King-Lincoln Park? Will lighting be added to the wooden pier? 
• Amenities are needed in the public rights-of way. Placing trash cans near the neighborhood stores 

and in front of other businesses may reduce the amount of littering. Currently, residents near these 
businesses end up with lots of trash in their yards. 

• Based on the People data sheet, it is easy to understand why it’s been challenging getting Ridley 
Place residents involved in the planning process. Fifty-five percent of the residents are under the 
age of 18. 

• There is no data on mental health and addiction. Is it possible to obtain this information through the 
Community Service Board, Drug Court, or other organization in the city? 
 

4.0 Update on Needs Assessment Process  
The Needs Assessment is being developed. Many of the questions will come from the work being done by 
the task forces. Ms. McAllister explained how the goals and strategies lead to questions to be included in 
the survey. 
 
Ridley Place residents will receive an extended assessment, while residents in the rest of the Choice 
Neighborhood will get a shorter version of the survey. The committee discussed ways to get residents to 
participate in the survey. Recommended events include a Block Party with giveaways and health 
screening, and a Shred-It-Free event after taxes are submitted. It was also recommended that an 
informational flier be sent from schools to parents. Ms. Ramey also recommended coordinating an event at 
the Boys & Girls Club. 

5.0  Early Action Items: Arts Grant Proposal  
Ms. McAllister and Ms. Ayers explained that Early Action Activities will be identified through the planning 
process, specifically the ongoing work of the task forces. Several ideas are already emerging, including a 
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focus on celebrating the arts and neighborhood history and culture. The City has received a 
recommendation from the Downing-Gross Cultural Resource Center to paint a mural of Ella Fitzgerald in 
celebration of the 100th year of her birth. Ms. Fitzgerald was born in Newport News. Ms. McAllister asked 
the committee what they think about the proposal and recommendations for where the mural should be 
placed. The committee thinks it is a great idea and will promote history and install neighborhood pride. Ms. 
Rattley recommended that the mural be placed at a major intersection in the neighborhood so that it is 
highly visible. She recommended the intersection of 25th Street and Jefferson Avenue, across the street 
from the MLK, JR. Park. She noted that there is a vacant parcel at the intersection that would be a good 
spot to celebrate Ms. Fitzgerald. Other comments regarding Early Action Activities included establishing a 
historical walking tour. 
 
The committee determined that there does not appear to be any major conflicts for conducting the Habitat 
Home Repair Blitz on May 20, 2017. They discussed expanding the event to include a neighborhood 
cleanup and block party, perhaps even promoting the Adopt-A-Spot Program with area businesses and 
actively recruiting the neighborhood churches to get more involved. 
 

6.0 Rescheduling Steering Committee Meeting Day 
Ms. McAllister recommended that the committee’s meeting day be changed. When initially scheduled, it 
was thought there were no conflicts. However, there is a town hall meeting that is conducted the same 
evening of the month. To encourage residents to participate in both meetings, the committee agreed to 
change their meeting time. Initially, they recommended the first Thursday of the month. Ms. McAllister said 
that staff will confirm there are no conflicts for that day and get back to the committee to confirm the next 
meeting. As a number of Steering Committee members were absent this evening, staff will reach out to 
them to help identify a meeting time that works best for the majority. Committee members presented 
recommended that the group start their meetings early, either at 6 or 6:30 p.m. Note that child care will be 
provided at future meetings. 
 

7.0 Questions/Public Comments  
Ms. Peake pointed out an ongoing concern regarding litter and safety in the common areas in and around 
the public housing complexes. She noted that the smaller children are walked to and from school and the 
paths they take are not well maintained.  
 

8.0 Next Meeting 
Tentatively scheduled for March 2, 2017 at 6:30 p.m. However, staff will conduct a poll with committee 
members to identify the best meeting time for the majority. 
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