
 
 
 
 

MEETING SUMMARY FOR 
Thursday, Nov 2nd, 2017  

6:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. at Family Investment Center  

600 Ridley Circle, Newport News, VA 23607 

 

MEETING PURPOSE  

To review Goals and Strategies for Housing, Neighborhood and People Sections and Early Action 

Activities. 

  

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

Changes recommended for the Goals and Strategies for Housing, Neighborhood and People Sections and 

a decision on which Early Action Activity will take priority. 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT  

Azeem, Evelyn  Covington, George F  Finneran, Patrick    
Green, Janet V  Kingston, Florence  McAllister, Sheila    
Miller, Eoghan  Ramey, Laurel   Scott, Celeita    
Vazquez, Hector Vazquez, Janeen  Wilds, Karen 

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT  

Ayers, Britta  Azem, Mikel    Cosgrove, Tom 

Crooms, Melanie Dukes, Daniele Y  Fleming, Kevin 

Fox, Ella  Gomes, Marche   Jones, Teresea  

Morgan, Garrett  Peake, Arleen   Rattley, Robin 

Robertson, Edwina Thayer, Rebecca  Thomas, Deborah 

 

OTHERS PRESENT  

Butcher, Edriene (House of Prayer) Bonnette, Lil (United Way of VA Peninsula) 

Pierce, Brian (NN Planning) 

 

—PRESENTATION MATERIALS ARE ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT— 

1.0 Welcome    
Ms. McAllister, Steering Committee Lead, welcomed attendees, led introductions, and provided an 

overview of the agenda.  
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.  

2.0 Process  

Ms. McAllister went through the process that was started in August of 2016 to develop recommendations 

and financing strategies. She discussed deadlines for implementation grant and draft of recommendations.  

 Questions: How much the grant for? 30 million.  

3.0 Housing 

Ms. McAllister went through each of the 6 goals for housing. She explained that the plan is for Ridley to be 

demolished and mixed income/ housing type would replace some units on site and the rest of the residents 

would be relocated.   

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed with the goals.  

4.0 Neighborhood Plan  

Ms. McAllister went through the 5 Goals and Vision  

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed with the goals. 

 

4.1 Goal 1: Connectivity 

 Ms. McAllister went over goal. 

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed. 

4.2 Goal 2: Economic Development 

Ms. McAllister went over goal suggested taking out support locally owned and operated businesses 

from Strategy 1 so that it wasn’t so limited. The group agreed.  

 Questions: What about youth development programs? It’s in the people section 

 Changes to make: Delete support locally-owned and operated businesses. 

 New Strategy: Establish a “one stop shop” combining a small business incubator, 

maker space, and co-working office 

4.3 Goal 3: Neighborhood Health 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Suggestion was made to add nonprofit to strategy 3. Group agreed.  

 Questions(Strategy 1): Will King-Lincoln Park be cleaned and the water 

accessible? The park and beach area will be cleaned. Still won’t be able to swim in 

it though.  

 Questions(Strategy 3): What does a resident co-op mean? Can a nonprofit run the 

garden? Yes, a nonprofit can or residents can be in charge. 

 Questions(Strategy 4): Can fitness center be a community center and open to arts 

like midtown or downing gross? It can but survey showed that residents want a 

real gym like planet fitness or somewhere to lift weights.  

 Changes to make: Add non-profit to group that can oversee garden 

 New Strategy: Dedicate space to community gardens, with water irrigation and 

storage and support resident and/or non-profit co-operative to oversee  
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4.4 Goal 4: Safety 

Ms. McAllister went over goal and suggested taking out all hours of day. Group discussed how  

some people will never feel safe at certain hours of the night no matter where they are. All agreed  

all hours of day should be taken out. Discussion over why certain streets were selected and other 

not. Ms. McAllister suggested maybe taking 26th off the list once community members said it wasn’t 

any bigger than 27th or 28th   

 Questions(Strategy 1): What does it mean to expand C.R.I.M.E. Program? 

Uncertain of what their goals are.  

 Questions(Strategy 2): Is this for outreach or safety concerns? Fire department is 

having issues with too many ambulance calls for doctor’s visits.  

 Questions(Strategy 4): What is a complete street? A road diet with multimodal 

transportation 

 Questions(Strategy 4): Is a complete street handicap accessible? yes 

Questions(Strategy 4): Why is 26th included and not Marshall? Marshall is too 

small for a complete street.   

 Changes to make: Remove all hours of day from big goal. 

 Changes to make: Possibly remove 26th street from complete streets.  

 New Strategy: Create an environment that is welcoming, peaceful, and safe so 

that residents and visitors feel at ease walking throughout the neighborhood 

4.5 Goal 5: Sense of Place 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion over quality of water at King-Lincoln park brought up.  

Concerns over the amount of garbage and the sewage plant leaking into water brought up. Past  

promises to neighborhood to clean up beach and make the water accessible discussed. 

Suggestion was made to dredge waterway but after much discussion community just wants the 

bottom to be raked from 50-100 yards out so the beach is clean. The community member was 

interested in making it deeper. Eoghan said they can have people go in to the water and pick up 

litter and make it part of volunteer opportunities the city has. Discuss over the seafood market as 

well and the fact it is currently closed. Farmers market was suggested as an addition to strategy 2 

and everyone agreed.  

 Questions(Strategy 1): Can parks go in and rake out bottom to clean up King-

Lincoln beach front. Eoghan said they can have people go in to the water and pick 

up litter and make it part of volunteer opportunities the city has 

 Changes to make: Add farmers market to Strategy 2.  

 New Strategy: Develop a seafood/ farmers market in the community to 

support local fishermen and celebrate the neighborhood’s waterfront 

heritage 

5.0 Critical Community Improvements  

Ms. McAllister went through the list of improvements recommended by the Neighborhood Task Force. 

Discussion over number 5 and how it sounds like the Co-op space will have to have a farmers market area 
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to be implemented. Suggestion was made to separate the too so it’s more flexible. All agreed. There was 

discussion over number 7 as well about complete streets. Timeline for implementation was addressed by 

Ms. McAllister.  

 Questions(Number 5): Can we add and/or or separate to make it different 

recommendations and not limit it? Yes, let’s separate them 

 Questions(Number 7): Why aren’t 27th, 28th or Marshall included? They are too 

small for complete street  

 Questions(Number 7): What are complete streets? Can you describe them for non 

transit people in the room? Can you include a definition of them so lay people can 

read this? Road diet/multimodal is complete street. There’s a definition earlier in 

the document  

 Questions(General): What the timeline for implementation? 1-5 years 

 Questions(General): What the timeline for beach restoration? Trying to clean it 

now. 

 Changes to make: Separate seafood/farmers market from co-

working/maker space on strategy 5.  

 New Strategy 5a: Establish a co-working/maker space  

 New Strategy 5b: Establish a seafood/farmers market with a covered 

pavilion for use as an event space  

 

6.0 People Plan 

Ms. McAllister went over goals and vision. 

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed with the goals  

6.1 Goal 1: Health  

Ms. McAllister went over strategies. 

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed. 

 

6.2 Goal 2: Health 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion over whether other local grocery stores could be 

included beside Jims. Residents explained concerns over higher prices. Some items such as 

hotdogs and nuts cost twice as much there. Some of the food is outdated when they buy it. 

Residents explained how other groceries failed because they came in and tried to charge such 

high prices to the community too. One resident said it was political why the grocery stores didn’t 

come in. Ms. McAllister explained about redlining and how retailers still do it and Ms. Kingston 

talked about how it took 5 years to get the first grocery in. Suggestion was made to remove Jims 

and change to local market. Everyone agreed.  

 Questions(Strategy 2 and 3): Can we remove Jim’s so other markets can 

participate in the future and they are located here? Yes, currently Jim’s is the only 

local market but removing his name allows flexibility for the future.  
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 Changes to make: Delete Jim’s on strategy 2 & 3 so it is not so limited. 

 New Strategy 2: Hold monthly workshops on healthy meal preparation, 

food budgeting, wellness, exercise, health programs, and local physicians 

at local market 

 New Strategy 3: Establish a pick up and delivery service in partnership 

with  local market to serve the neighborhood 

6.3 Goal 1: Employment 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion over whether economic incentives should be limited to 

parentheses. All agreed it should be removed so that it wasn’t as limited.  

  Questions(Strategy 3): Does it have to be in neighborhood? It should be 

 Changes to make: Delete low-interest business loans/loan forgiveness 

 New Strategy 1: Create economic incentives for employers who establish new 

full-time Jobs designated for residents 

6.4 Goal 2: Employment 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion over GED opportunities being available but not at a 

location in this community. Discussion on partnering with corporate sponsors and if goals 1 and 2 

can be changed.  

  Questions(General): Can goal 2 be goal 1? Yes we can switch order, although it 

doesn’t matter the order 

 Changes to make: Put Goal 2 first 

 New Goal 1: Fill in skills gap and bolster job readiness 

 New Goal 2: Boost employment opportunities 

6.5 Goal 3: Employment 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion about how Cox has a program for $10 for service.  

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed.  

6.6 Goal 1: Education 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion on Strategy 1 and how Downtown Hampton Child 

Development Center already had this and maybe they could be used as a resource.  

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed.  

6.7 Goal 2: Education 

Ms. McAllister went over goal.  

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed.  

6.6 Goal 3: Education 

Ms. McAllister went over goal. Discussion on how NNPS already has some schools with take home 

devices.  

 Changes to make: None, everyone agreed 
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7.0 Early Action Activities  

Ms. McAllister went over activities. Explained that Dominion Energy won’t allow for the electrical 

boxes to be painted on and the Fitzgerald mural was put up before this started so a new activity 

needed to be determined. Suggestion was made to start a youth leadership academy as an activity 

but Ms. McAllister said it needed to be something physical and transformational. Bates drive and 

Jefferson were discussed as potential sites for a cultural walk with Jefferson being the more visible 

and allowing more people to see and want to come in. Images of cultural trails and murals were 

shown. Resident suggested doing fence art along the chain linked fence. Group decided that fence 

art and a cultural mural should be the first action item.  

 Changes to make: Change first activity to fence art and cultural mural  

 New 1st Action Activity: Install art pieces throughout the community; 

specifically creating fence artwork and a cultural community mural. 

 


