
 
 
 
 

MEETING SUMMARY FOR 
Thursday, December 7, 2017 

6:00 pm to 8:00 p.m. at Family Investment Center  

600 Ridley Circle, Newport News, VA 23607 

 

MEETING PURPOSE  

To review Public Safety Plan and Draft Presentation for December 14th Community Meeting 

  

EXPECTED OUTCOMES 

To receive comments on the Public Safety Strategy and draft presentation  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS PRESENT  

Lill Bonnette, Kermit Butcher, Edriene Butcher, Francyne Cooper, George Covington, Danielle Dukes, 

Patrick Finneran, Janet Green, Florence Kingston, Sheila McAllister, Ernest Thompson, Eoghan  Miller, 

Garrett Morgan, Kevin Otey, Edwina Robertson, Celeita Scott, Ernest Thompson, Hector Vazquez, Janeen 

Vazquez, and Karen Wilds.  

 

COMMITTEE MEMBERS ABSENT  

Evelyn Azeem, Mikel Azeem, Tom Cosgrove, Melanie Crooms, Ella Fox, Teresa Jones, Arlean Peake, 

Laurel Ramey, Robin Ratley, Rebecca Thayer, and Deborah Thomas.  
 

—PRESENTATION MATERIALS ARE ATTACHED TO THIS DOCUMENT— 

1.0 Welcome    
Mr. Morgan welcomed attendees, led introductions, and provided an overview of the agenda. 

2.0 Updates Since Last Meeting (November 2017) 

Mr. Morgan provided a general overview of CNI activities since the last Steering Committee meeting on 

November 2, 2017. The most important update was that the NNRHA and City submitted the grant 

application for $30 million to support the implementation of the Transformation Plan on November 22, 2017.  

 

The grant application entailed a joint effort between NNRHA, City Planning and Development, the 

Economic Development Authority, Hampton Roads Community Action Program, and Pennrose, along with 

Newport News Public Schools and a multitude of planning partners. The grant application received 

tremendous support from the community. If awarded, this grant will leverage the following: Housing 
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$83,220,014; People $28,014,131; and Neighborhood $143,808,593. If not awarded, the core team is still 

moving forward with implementation of the plan on a slightly extended timeframe.  

 

Mr. Thompson asked if Partnerships are written in store. The answer was no, partners can be added as the 

process moves forward. He also asked for clarification on how the $500,000 was being spent. He asked for 

details about how the Early Action Activities were selected and how they will be funded. Florence stated 

that King-Lincoln Park projects, including the restoration of Pinkett’s Beach, were identified in as a Critical 

Community Improvement in the Implementation Grant Application.  

 

Mr. Butcher asked what was meant by indistinguishable housing. Ernest said that the housing looking like 

the mix of housing that CNI team members saw in Charlotte. Karen explained by examples of 

indistinguishable housing and that the 2 for 1 housing replacement units will include a mix of market rate, 

workforce, and public. Hector asked what makes a building mixed-use. There was also discussion about 

keeping the ‘Ridley Place’ name for the redevelopment site. Ms. Butcher asked about the CNI website.   

3.0 Public Safety Strategy 

A key component of the Transformation Plan and Implementation Grant Application is the Public Safety 

Plan. Steering Committee had not yet reviewed the completed plan. Mr. Morgan walked through the key 

components of the plan. The committee did not have any concerns regarding the content of the plan.  

 

The Public Safety Strategy forms the basis for Neighborhood Plan Goal #4: Safety, the intent of which is to 

create an environment that is welcoming, peaceful, and safe so that residents and visitors feel at ease 

walking throughout the neighborhood. There are four public safety goals. Goal 1 is to improve pedestrian-

scale lighting along major corridors and in areas with high crime rates. Goal 2 is to strengthen relationship 

between neighborhood and police. Goal 3 is to support and stabilize child and teen welfare. Goal 4 is to 

prevent crime through environmental design.  

4.0 Upcoming Community Meeting – Thursday, December 14, 2017   

Mr. Morgan walked through the draft presentation for the upcoming Community meeting on December 14, 

2017 from 6 pm to 8 pm at Marshall Early Learning Center. The complete presentation is attached below. 

Highlights from the presentation are as follows:  

 

1. The presentation was designed to be interactive. Participants will have clickers to answer questions 

throughout. The questions are designed to gain an understanding of the profile of participants, particularly 

whether or not they are Ridley Place or MRCN residents, so that the CNI team can categorize their 

comments and ensure that their concerns will be addressed moving forward.  

 

2. The presentation outlined the vision statement and goals of each component of the plan; Neighborhood, 

Housing, and People. The Neighborhood vision is that the Marshall-Ridley Choice Neighborhood will be a 

culturally rich, diverse, and resilient community with excellent businesses, services, and schools, and safe 

streets for all mode of travel with connections to the waterfront and region. The Housing plan envisions a 
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vibrant, mixed-income neighborhood with children playing outside and friends visiting with one another on 

their front porches. An inviting place where affordable and accessible housing is indistinguishable and 

people from varied backgrounds and at different stages of life feel comfortable. An intergenerational 

community that is welcoming, walkable, and safe.  

 

3. The presentation also included the site plan elevations for all phases of the housing plan.  

5.0 Next Steps  

After comments from the Community meeting on December 14th are included in the plan, the draft 

transformation plan will be submitted to HUD by December 28th. The Steering Committee’s next meeting 

date to-be-determined.   

 

 

 


